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One of the enduring ironies of medieval history is the fact that a group of Italian lay penitents, begging in
sackcloths, led by a man who called himself simple and ignorant, turned in a short time into a very popular
and respectable order, featuring cardinals and university professors among its ranks. Within a century of its
foundation, the Order of Friars Minor could claim hundreds of permanent houses, schools, and libraries
across Europe; indeed, alongside the Dominicans, they attracted the best minds and produced many
outstanding scholars who were at the forefront of Western philosophical and religious thought.

In The Poor and the Perfect, Neslihan ?enocak provides a grand narrative of this fascinating story in which
the quintessential Franciscan virtue of simplicity gradually lost its place to learning, while studying came to
be considered an integral part of evangelical perfection. Not surprisingly, turmoil accompanied this rise of
learning in Francis's order. ?enocak shows how a constant emphasis on humility was unable to prevent the
creation within the Order of a culture that increasingly saw education as a means to acquire prestige and
domination. The damage to the diversity and equality among the early Franciscan community proved to be
irreparable. But the consequences of this transformation went far beyond the Order: it contributed to a
paradigm shift in the relationship between the clergy and the schools and eventually led to the association of
learning with sanctity in the medieval world. As ?enocak demonstrates, this episode of Franciscan history is
a microhistory of the rise of learning in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Ratliff:

This book untitled The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Jeanne Newman:

The publication untitled The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 is
the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning
in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Sylvester Perkins:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order,
1209-1310 why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Valeria May:

You will get this The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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