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He was hated, feared, and admired. The country's second-richest man at the time of his death, John D.
MacArthur (1897-1978) also became one of its great benefactors. Every year, some two dozen American
writers, artists, intellectuals, and scientists receive as much as a half million dollars in grants known as the
'genius awards' from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. But MacArthur was not the
benevolent figure you might expect. Stingier than J. Paul Getty, as money-obsessed as Howard Hughes, and
as ruthless as Cornelius Vanderbilt, MacArthur was one of the most multi-layered men in business history.
Now, in this first full biography of John D. MacArthur as he really was, Nancy Kriplen reveals the man
behind the myth - the often vulgar, sometimes unethical, always ambitious rogue who would become one of
America's wealthiest men."The Eccentric Billionaire" chronicles how MacArthur amassed his fortune, rising
from a poverty-saturated childhood as the son of a fire-and-brimstone preacher to become an insurance and
real estate mogul. As sole owner of Bankers Life and Casualty, he also built a real estate empire that spanned
the continent.
Based on interviews with members of the MacArthur family as well as previously undiscovered letters and
papers, this book reveals MacArthur's tumultuous private life, including his quickie divorce from his first
wife and his Mexican marriage to Catherine, his brother's cute, clever teenage secretary who would help him
on his climb to riches. The author also explores MacArthur's relationships with his family and friends,
including his brother, the playwright Charles MacArthur, and sister-in-law, the great actress Helen Hayes.
Extensively researched and beautifully written, "The Eccentric Billionaire" is a revealing look at a man
whose influence has extended in ways he never dreamed.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Eccentric Billionaire: John D. MacArthur--Empire Builder, Reluctant
Philanthropist, Relentless Adversary book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving The Eccentric Billionaire: John D. MacArthur--
Empire Builder, Reluctant Philanthropist, Relentless Adversary content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Eccentric Billionaire: John D. MacArthur--Empire
Builder, Reluctant Philanthropist, Relentless Adversary is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Robert Miller:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Eccentric Billionaire: John D. MacArthur--Empire
Builder, Reluctant Philanthropist, Relentless Adversary as the daily resource information.

David Wysocki:

Beside this specific The Eccentric Billionaire: John D. MacArthur--Empire Builder, Reluctant Philanthropist,
Relentless Adversary in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Eccentric Billionaire: John D.
MacArthur--Empire Builder, Reluctant Philanthropist, Relentless Adversary because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from at this
point!

Bessie Hall:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Eccentric Billionaire: John
D. MacArthur--Empire Builder, Reluctant Philanthropist, Relentless Adversary as well as others sources



were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Eccentric
Billionaire: John D. MacArthur--Empire Builder, Reluctant Philanthropist, Relentless Adversary to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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