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This is a history of the great language controversy that has occupied and empassioned Greeks - sometimes
with fatal results - for over two hundred years. It begins in the late eighteenth-century when a group of Greek
intellectuals sought to develop a new, Hellenic, national identity alongside the traditional identity supplied
by Orthodox Christianity. The ensuing controversy focused on the language, fuelled on the one hand by a
desire to develop a form of Greek that
expressed the Greeks' relationship to the ancients, and on the other by the different groups' contrasting
notions of what the national image so embodied should be. The purists wanted a written language close to
the ancient. The vernacularists - later known as demoticists - sought to match written
language to spoken, claiming the latter to be the product of the unbroken development of Greek since the
time of Homer. Peter Mackridge explores the political, social, and linguistic causes and effects of the
controversy in its many manifestations. Drawing on a wide range of evidence from literature, language,
history, and anthropology, he traces its effects on spoken and written varieties of Greek and shows its impact
on those in use today. He describes the efforts of linguistic elites and the
state to achieve language standardization and independence from languages such as Turkish, Albanian,
Vlach, and Slavonic.

This is a timely book. The sense of national and linguistic identity that has been inculcated into generations
of Greeks since the start of the War of Independence in 1821 has, in the last 25 years, received blows from
which it may not recover. Immigration from Eastern Europe and elsewhere has introduced new populations
whose religions, languages, and cultures are transforming Greece into a country quite different from what it
has been and to what it once aspired to be.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Partain:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Language and National Identity in
Greece, 1766-1976 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Mary Muncy:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Language and National Identity in Greece, 1766-1976 can be very
good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Chad Davis:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Language and National Identity in Greece, 1766-1976
why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

James Wood:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Language and National Identity in Greece, 1766-
1976 was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Language and National
Identity in Greece, 1766-1976 has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading which.
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