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A comprehensive dictionary of sacred and magical gem lore that draws on the rarest source texts of
Antiquity and the Middle Ages

• Reveals the healing and magical virtues of familiar gemstones, such as amethyst, emerald, and diamond, as
well as the lore surrounding exotic stones such as astrios, a stone celebrated by ancient magicians

• Examines bezoars (stones formed in animals’ bodies) and “magnets” that attract materials other than metal

• Based on ancient Arabic, Greek, Jewish, and European sources, ranging from the observations of Pliny the
Elder to extremely rare texts such as the Picatrix and Damigeron’s Virtue of Stones

Our ancestors believed stones were home to sacred beings of power, entities that if properly understood and
cultivated could provide people protection from ill fortune, envy, and witchcraft; grant invisibility and other
magical powers; improve memory; and heal the sick from a wide variety of diseases. These benefits could be
obtained by wearing the stone on a ring, bracelet, or pendant; through massage treatments with the stone; or
by reducing the gem into a powder and drinking it mixed with water or wine.

Drawing from a wealth of ancient Arabic, Greek, Jewish, and European sources--from the observations of
Pliny the Elder to extremely rare texts such as the Picatrix and Damigeron’s Virtue of Stones--Claude
Lecouteux provides a synthesis of all known lore for more than 800 stones. He includes such common
examples as the emerald, which when engraved with the figure of a harpy holding a lamprey in its claws will
banish panic and nightmares, and beryl, which when appropriately carved can summon water spirits or win
its owner high renown, as well as more exotic stones such as astrios, a stone celebrated by ancient magicians
and whose center glows like a star. Lecouteux also examines bezoars--stones formed in animals’ bodies--as
well as “magnets” that attract materials other than iron, such as gold, flesh, cotton, or scorpions.

This comprehensive dictionary of sacred and magical gem lore, drawn from the rarest sources of Antiquity
and the Middle Ages, represents a one-of-a-kind resource for gem enthusiasts and magical practitioners
alike.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Novick:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This A Lapidary of Sacred Stones: Their Magical and Medicinal Powers
Based on the Earliest Sources book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to give to you. The writer involving A Lapidary of Sacred Stones: Their Magical and Medicinal
Powers Based on the Earliest Sources content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking
A Lapidary of Sacred Stones: Their Magical and Medicinal Powers Based on the Earliest Sources is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Heather Wade:

The publication with title A Lapidary of Sacred Stones: Their Magical and Medicinal Powers Based on the
Earliest Sources contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Harry Keller:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Lapidary of Sacred Stones:
Their Magical and Medicinal Powers Based on the Earliest Sources which is obtaining the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's observe.

John Coffin:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book A Lapidary of Sacred Stones: Their Magical and Medicinal Powers Based on the Earliest
Sources we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person
must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with that book A Lapidary of Sacred Stones: Their Magical and Medicinal Powers
Based on the Earliest Sources. You can more desirable than now.
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