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One hundred and forty years before Gerda Lerner established women’s history as a specialized field in 1972,
a small group of women began to claim American Indian history as their own domain. A Field of Their Own
examines nine key figures in American Indian scholarship to reveal how women came to be identified with
Indian history and why they eventually claimed it as their own field. From Helen Hunt Jackson to Angie
Debo, the magnitude of their research, the reach of their scholarship, the popularity of their publications, and
their close identification with Indian scholarship makes their invisibility as pioneering founders of this
specialized field all the more intriguing.

Reclaiming this lost history, John M. Rhea looks at the cultural processes through which women were
connected to Indian history and traces the genesis of their interest to the nineteenth-century push for
women’s rights. In the early 1830s evangelical preachers and women’s rights proponents linked American
Indians to white women’s religious and social interests. Later, pre-professional women ethnologists would
claim Indians as a special political cause. Helen Hunt Jackson’s 1881 publication, A Century of Dishonor,
and Alice Fletcher’s 1887 report, Indian Education and Civilization, foreshadowed the emerging history
profession’s objective methodology and established a document-driven standard for later Indian histories.

By the twentieth century, historians Emma Helen Blair, Louise Phelps Kellogg, and Annie Heloise Abel, in a
bid to boost their professional status, established Indian history as a formal specialized field. However,
enduring barriers continued to discourage American Indians from pursuing their own document-driven
histories. Cultural and academic walls crumbled in 1919 when Cherokee scholar Rachel Caroline Eaton
earned a Ph.D. in American history. Eaton and later Indigenous historians Anna L. Lewis and Muriel H.
Wright would each play a crucial role in shaping Angie Debo’s 1940 indictment of European American
settler colonialism, And Still the Waters Run.

Rhea’s wide-ranging approach goes beyond existing compensatory histories to illuminate the national
consequences of women’s century-long predominance over American Indian scholarship. In the process, his
thoughtful study also chronicles Indigenous women’s long and ultimately successful struggle to transform
the way that historians portray American Indian peoples and their pasts.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

The book A Field of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
A Field of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 to be your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a publication A Field of Their Own: Women and
American Indian History, 1830-1941. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Douglas Gibson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A Field of Their Own: Women and
American Indian History, 1830-1941. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Melvin Belknap:

A Field of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A Field
of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Kai Martin:

The book untitled A Field of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice learn.
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