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A dazzling, devastating memoir about one woman's search for her wayward mother, whose past is
inextricably linked with the bittersweet history of their home, Hawaii.

At the center of West of Then is Karen Morgan -- island flower, fifth generation haole (white) Hawaiian,
Mayflower descendant -- now living on the streets of downtown Honolulu. Despite her recklessness, Karen
inspires fierce loyalty and love in her three daughters. When she goes missing in the spring of 2002, Tara,
the eldest, sets out to find and hopefully save her mother. Her journey explores what you give up when you
try to renounce your past, whether personal, familial, or historical, and what you gain when you confront it.

A tender story that lays bare the anguish, candor, and humor of growing up a half-step off the beat, West of
Then is a striking literary debut from a perceptive and original writer. By turns tough and touching, Smith's
modern detective story unravels the rich history of the fiftieth state and the realities of contemporary Hawaii
-- its sizable homeless population, its drug subculture -- as well as its generous, diverse humanity and
astonishing beauty. In this land of so many ghosts, the author's search for her mother becomes a reckoning
with herself, her family, and with the meaning of home.
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From reader reviews:

Daniele Chambers:

This West of Then: A Mother, a Daughter, and a Journey Past Paradise book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read
a lot of information you will get. This kind of West of Then: A Mother, a Daughter, and a Journey Past
Paradise without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't become worry West of Then: A Mother, a Daughter, and a Journey Past Paradise can bring once you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This West of Then: A Mother, a Daughter, and a Journey Past Paradise having fine
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Paulette Rodriguez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept West of
Then: A Mother, a Daughter, and a Journey Past Paradise suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled West of Then: A Mother, a Daughter, and a Journey
Past Paradiseis one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core
of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world on this book.

Sandra Forester:

Often the book West of Then: A Mother, a Daughter, and a Journey Past Paradise will bring someone to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book West of Then: A Mother, a Daughter, and
a Journey Past Paradise is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Betty Jordan:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is usually West of Then: A Mother, a Daughter, and a Journey Past Paradise.
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