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The recent growth of voluntary programs has attracted the attention of policymakers, nongovernmental
organizations, and scholars. Thousands of firms around the world participate in these programs, in which
members agree to undertake socially beneficial actions that go beyond the requirements of government
regulations, such as following labor codes in the apparel industry, adhering to international accounting
standards, and adopting internal environmental management systems. This book analyzes the efficacy of a
variety of voluntary programs using a club theory, political-economy framework. It examines how programs'
design influences their effectiveness as policy tools. It finds that voluntary programs have achieved uneven
success because of their varying standards and enforcement procedures.The club theory framework views
voluntary programs as institutions that create incentives for firms to incur the costs of taking progressive
action beyond what is required by law in exchange for benefits that nonmembers do not enjoy (such as
enhanced standing with stakeholders). Voluntary Programs develops this theoretical framework and applies
it to voluntary programs sponsored by industry associations, governments, and nongovernmental
organizations, organized around policy issues such as "blood diamonds," shipping, sweatshops, and the
environment. The wide diversity of cases--across sectors, sponsoring organizations, and objectives--provides
valuable applications of the club framework, generates new insights for future research, and offers practical
guidance for designing effective programs.

Contributors: David P. Baron, Tim Bartley, Tim Büthe, Cary Coglianese, Elizabeth R. DeSombre, Daniel
W. Drezner, Daniel Fiorino, Mary Kay Gugerty, Virginia Haufler, Matthew J. Kotchen, Mimi Lu, Jennifer
Nash, Matthew Potoski, Aseem Prakash, Klaas van 't Veld
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Matz:

This Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) without we
comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) can bring any time you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) having great arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Betty Perez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a reserve. The book Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high
quality.

Jacqueline Carter:

Beside this Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Jeffrey Channell:

This Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) is brand new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Voluntary
Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) can be the light food in your case because the information



inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for
your better life as well as knowledge.
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