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Sailing around the Florida Keys in 1844, forty-five-year-old Jonathan Walker had a price on his head. On
board the small boat he had built that winter in Alabama were seven fugitives from slavery. The Cape Cod
sailor and abolitionist was wanted in Pensacola, Florida, for his crime: stealing slaves. The slaves’ owners
had posted $100 each as reward money for their property and $1,000 for Walker’s apprehension. Only a
day’s sail from their goal of freedom in British-controlled Bahamas, Walker and the slaves were stopped and
seized by bounty hunters and taken to a Key West court. Ordered back to Pensacola for trial, Walker ended
up spending a year in jail. He was fined and sentenced to stand in the pillory; in addition, he was to suffer a
unique punishment in American history: while a packed courtroom watched, a United States marshal was
ordered to use a hot branding iron to burn the letters SS, for “slave stealer,” into Walker’s right hand.

Walker survived his ordeal, spending much of his incarceration in isolation. Once released, he remained
active in the antislavery movement even while he and his devoted wife Jane raised their nine children. His
attempt to help form a new colony in Mexico for runaway American slaves also led to punishing experiences
for Walker and one of his sons. Living later with his family in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in the years before
the Civil War, Walker made room in his crowded house to shelter runaway slaves along the Underground
Railroad. He participated in abolitionist lecture tours across the North where he would be urged to reveal his
branded hand—made famous by John Greenleaf Whittier’s poem “The Branded Hand”—to astonished
audiences. Too old to enlist in the Civil War, Walker instead headed to Virginia in the war’s final year to
help educate African Americans fleeing Confederate forces. In The Man With the Branded Hand: The Life of
Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist, distinguished journalist Alvin F. Oickle relates this entire remarkable story of
a life devoted to the supposition that “all men are created equal.”
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From reader reviews:

Debra Sudduth:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled The Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan
Walker, Abolitionist can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Randy Caldera:

The Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The
Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist yet doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Wendy Cort:

The book untitled The Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go
through.

John Yates:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of
Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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