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The United States has more public libraries than it has McDonald’s restaurants.
 
By any measure, the American public library is a heavily used and ubiquitous institution. Popular thinking
identifies the public library as a neutral agency that protects democratic ideals by guarding against
censorship as it makes information available to people from all walks of life. Among librarians this idea is
known as the “library faith.” But is the American public library as democratic as it appears to be?
 
 In Main Street Public Library, eminent library historian Wayne Wiegand studies four emblematic small-
town libraries in the Midwest from the late nineteenth century through the federal Library Service Act of
1956, and shows that these institutions served a much different purpose than is so often perceived. Rather
than acting as neutral institutions that are vital to democracy, the libraries of Sauk Centre, Minnesota; Osage,
Iowa; Rhinelander, Wisconsin; and Lexington, Michigan, were actually mediating community literary values
and providing a public space for the construction of social harmony. These libraries, and the librarians who
ran them, were often just as susceptible to the political and social pressures of their time as any other public
institution.
 
By analyzing the collections of all four libraries and revealing what was being read and why certain
acquisitions were passed over, Wiegand challenges both traditional perceptions and professional rhetoric
about the role of libraries in our small-town communities. While the American public library has become
essential to its local community, it is for reasons significantly different than those articulated by the “library
faith.”
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From reader reviews:

Connie King:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Main Street
Public Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the
Midwest Experience)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various
other opinion?

William Petterson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Main Street Public Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural
Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Joan Naylor:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Main Street Public
Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the Midwest
Experience) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Main Street Public Library: Community Places and
Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) become your own
starter.

Chris Walker:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of



book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Main Street Public Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural
Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) will give you new experience in reading a book.
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