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How did the newspaper, music, and film industries go from raking in big bucks to scooping up digital
dimes? Their customers were lured away by the free ride of technology. Now, business journalist
Robert Levine shows how they can get back on track.

On the Internet, “information wants to be free.” This memorable phrase shaped the online business model,
but it is now driving the media companies on whom the digital industry feeds out of business. Today,
newspaper stocks have fallen to all-time lows as papers are pressured to give away content, music sales have
fallen by more than half since file sharing became common, TV ratings are plummeting as viewership
migrates online, and publishers face off against Amazon over the price of digital books.

In Free Ride, Robert Levine narrates an epic tale of value destruction that moves from the corridors of
Congress, where the law was passed that legalized YouTube, to the dorm room of Shawn Fanning, the
founder of Napster; from the bargain-pricing dramas involving iTunes and Kindle to Google’s fateful
decision to digitize first and ask questions later. Levine charts how the media industry lost control of its
destiny and suggests innovative ways it can resist the pull of zero.

Fearless in its reporting and analysis, Free Ride is the business history of the decade and a much-needed call
to action.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Trammell:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the
Culture Business, and How the Culture Business Can Fight Back. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Free Ride: How Digital
Parasites are Destroying the Culture Business, and How the Culture Business Can Fight Back. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library.
Let's study.

Bobby Blade:

Why? Because this Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture Business, and How the
Culture Business Can Fight Back is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Willa Killeen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are
Destroying the Culture Business, and How the Culture Business Can Fight Back publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still hesitation Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture
Business, and How the Culture Business Can Fight Back as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jason Wahl:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture
Business, and How the Culture Business Can Fight Back can give you a lot of buddies because by you



looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have Free Ride: How Digital Parasites are Destroying the Culture Business, and How the
Culture Business Can Fight Back.
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