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As exemplified by Madame Butterfly, East-West relations have often been expressed as the relations between
the masculine, dominant West and the feminine, submissive East. Yet, this binary model does not account
for the important role of white women in the construction of Orientalism. Mari Yoshihara's study examines a
wide range of white women who were attracted to Japan and China in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century and shows how, through their engagement with Asia, these women found new forms of expression,
power, and freedom that were often denied to them in other realms of their lives in America. She
demonstrates how white women's attraction to Asia shaped and was shaped by a complex mix of exoticism
for the foreign, admiration for the refined, desire for power and control, and love and compassion for the
people of Asia. Through concrete historical narratives and careful textual analysis, she examines the
ideological context for America's changing discourse about Asia and interrogates the power and appeal--as
well as the problems and limitations--of American Orientalism for white women's explorations of their
identities. Combining the analysis of race and gender in the United States and the study of U.S.-Asian
relations, Yoshihara's work represents the transnational direction of scholarship in American Studies and
U.S. history. In addition, this interdisciplinary work brings together diverse materials and approaches,
including cultural history, material culture, visual arts, performance studies, and literary analysis.

Embracing the East was the winner of the 2003 Hiroshi Shimizu Award of the Japanese Association for
American Studies (best book in American Studies by a junior member of the association).
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wild:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Embracing the East:
White Women and American Orientalism will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Vickie Reed:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Melinda Miller:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get previous to. The Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism
giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Kim Marshall:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with



soon. The Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism will give you a new experience in
looking at a book.
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