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Reveals how Christian mythology of the Middle Ages had more to do with paganism than the Bible

• Identifies pagan deities that were incorporated into each of the saints

• Shows how all the major holidays on the Christian calendar are modeled on long-standing pagan traditions

This extensive study of the Christian mythology that animated medieval Europe shows that this mythology is
primarily of pagan inspiration and that very little of it comes from the Bible. The fact that Christianity
grafted itself onto earlier pagan worship was no mystery to the Church Fathers, Philippe Walter explains.
Pagan elements were incorporated into the Christian faith on the advice of Pope Gregory the Great, who told
Saint Augustine of Canterbury that rather than tear down the pagan temples in Britain, he should instead add
the pagan rituals into the mix of Christian practices, thus providing an easy transition to the new religion. It
was simply a matter of convincing the populace to slightly redirect their focus to include Jesus.

In this highly documented work Walter shows which major calendar days of the Christian year are founded
on pagan rituals and myths, including the high holidays of Easter and Christmas, a time when many pagans
prepared for the coming of spirits who would leave gifts for those who honored their coming. Indeed, the
identities of saints and pagan figures were so intermingled that some saints were even transformed into
pagan incarnations. Mary Magdalene, for instance, became one of the ladies of the lake of Celtic legend. He
also explores how the hagiographic accounts of the saints in the scriptures reveal the origin of these symbolic
figures to be the deities worshiped in pagan Europe for centuries.
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From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan
Religion is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Jamie Sparks:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan
Religion reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Christianity: The Origins of a
Pagan Religion as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can
break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Dennis Ross:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan Religion was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Mohammed Strohl:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan Religion.
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