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The Spirit of Capitalism answers a fundamental question of economics, a question neither economists nor
economic historians have been able to answer: what are the reasons (rather than just the conditions) for
sustained economic growth? Taking her title from Max Weber's famous study on the same subject, Liah
Greenfeld focuses on the problem of motivation behind the epochal change in behavior, which from the
sixteenth century on has reoriented one economy after another from subsistence to profit, transforming the
nature of economic activity. A detailed analysis of the development of economic consciousness in England,
the Netherlands, France, Germany, Japan, and the United States allows her to argue that the motivation, or
"spirit," behind the modern, growth-oriented economy was not the liberation of the "rational economic
actor," but rather nationalism. Nationalism committed masses of people to an endless race for national
prestige and thus brought into being the phenomenon of economic competitiveness.

Nowhere has economic activity been further removed from the rational calculation of costs than in the
United States, where the economy has come to be perceived as the end-all of political life and the
determinant of all social progress. American "economic civilization" spurs the nation on to ever-greater
economic achievement. But it turns Americans into workaholics, unsure of the purpose of their pursuits, and
leads American statesmen to exaggerate the weight of economic concerns in foreign policy, often to the
detriment of American political influence and the confusion of the rest of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Spencer:

This The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and
Economic Growth can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Arthur Dickison:

This The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Deborah Ayers:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The Spirit of
Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.

Leesa Banta:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
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