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An abbot’s ghost searches for an intelligent monk to exhume his manuscript from a hellish crypt and learn
the truth that monks lack two things: freedom of inquiry and benevolence.

Both Gothic and philosophical, Spiridion tells the story of a young novice, Angel, who finds himself cruelly
ostracized by his monastic superiors and terrified by the ghostly visits of his monastery’s founder, the abbot
Spiridion. Though he founded the monastery on the search for truth, Spiridion watched his once intelligent
and virtuous monks degenerate into a cruel, mindless community. Turning away from the Church and
withdrawing into his cell, he poured his energy into a manuscript that tells the “truth” about Roman Catholic
doctrine and monastic life and provides a vision of a new and eternal gospel. The manuscript was buried with
him, and his spirit now searches for a monk who is intelligent enough to exhume it from his crypt, which is
guarded by hellish spirits, and share its vision with the world.

Translated into English for the first time in more than 160 years, Spiridion offers a fierce critique of Catholic
doctrine as well as solutions for living with the Church’s teachings. Although Sand had broken with the
Church several years earlier, she nevertheless continued to believe in an omnipotent God, and her novel
makes the distinction, as Angel’s protector, Father Alexis, puts it, “between the authority of faith and the
application of this authority in the hands of men.” As translator Patricia J. F. Worth argues in her
introduction, the novel’s emphasis on freedom of inquiry, benevolence, and moral reform inspired other
nineteenth-century writers, including Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Matthew Arnold, and Henry James, and the
novel is also relevant to twenty-first-century discussions of religious authority and rigid adherence to
doctrine.

“This is an excellent translation of a tale of the supernatural by a major French author. With her searing
critique of Catholicism and its labyrinthine structures, Sand in Spiridion deconstructs her culture in a way
similar to what Mary Shelley has done in Frankenstein. Both works are effective as horror stories, but both
can also sustain serious academic inquiry, yielding still deeper rewards. Beyond academe, serious students of
religion will also find that Spiridion’s subject matter raises provocative theological questions.” — Lynn
Hoggard, translator of Nelida by Marie d’Agoult

Patricia J. F. Worth is a French-English translator and private tutor of English and French. She received her
master of translation studies from the Australian National University, Canberra, where she focused on
nineteenth-century French literature and recent New Caledonian literature.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

Spiridion can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word
into joy arrangement in writing Spiridion although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Clarence Cobb:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Spiridion was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Spiridion has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Jason Young:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Spiridion. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one place to other place.

Lee Villegas:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Spiridion when you desired it?
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