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Focusing on the representation of same-sex desire in Victorian autobiographical writing, Oliver Buckton
offers significant new readings of works by some of the most influential figures in late-nineteenth-century
literature and culture. Combining original research, careful historical analysis, and contemporary theories of
autobiography, gender, and sexual identity, he provides nuanced studies of confessional narratives by
Edward Carpenter, John Henry Newman, John Addington Symonds, Oscar Wilde, and, in an epilogue, E. M.
Forster.

By examining the "confessional" elements of these writings, Buckton brings "secrecy" into focus as a central
and productive component of autobiographical discourse. He challenges the conventional view of secrecy as
the suppression of information, instead using the term to suggest an oscillation between authorial self-
disclosure and silence or reserve--a strategy for arousing the reader's interest and establishing a relation
based on shared knowledge while deferring or displacing the revelation of potentially incriminating and
scandalous desires. Though their
disclosures of same-sex desire jeopardized the cultural privilege granted these writers by Victorian codes of
authorship and masculinity, their use of secrecy, Buckton shows, allowed them to protect themselves from
Victorian stigma and to challenge prevailing constructions of sexual identity.

Originally published in 1998.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian
Autobiography. Try to face the book Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian
Autobiography as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.

Maureen Perdue:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Secret Selves:
Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography. All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

David Lucero:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Secret Selves: Confession and Same-
Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Leon Moses:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography can make you experience
more interested to read.
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