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"It is [a] fully illuminated story that Richard Taruskin, in the path-breaking essays collected here, unfolds
around Modest Musorgsky, Russia's greatest national composer.... [Taruskin's] tour de force comes with a
frontal attack on all the Soviet-bred truisms that for a century have refashioned Musorgsky from what the
evidence suggests he was--an aristocrat with an early clinical interest in true-to-life musical portraiture and a
later penchant for drinking partners who were both folklore buffs and political reactionaries democrat."--
From the foreword

Incorporating both new and now-classic essays, this book for the first time sets the vocal works of Modest
Musorgsky in a fully detailed cultural, political, and historical context. From this perspective Richard
Taruskin revises fundamentally the composer's historical and artistic image, in particular debunking the
century-old dogmas of Vladimir Stasov, Musorgsky's first biographer. Here the author offers the most
complete explanation of the revision of the opera Boris Godunov, compares it to contemporaneous operas by
Chaikovsky and Rimsky-Korsakov, advances a revisionary characterization of Khovanshchina as an
aristocratic tragedy informed by a pessimistic view of history, discusses Musorgsky's use of folklore, and,
focusing on Sorochintsi Fair, brings to a climax his refutation of Musorgsky as a protorevolutionary
populist. The epilogue is a survey of revisionary productions of Musorgsky's works at home during the
Gorbachev era.
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From reader reviews:

Patti Metivier:

The book Musorgsky can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a good thing like a book Musorgsky? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book Musorgsky has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Smith:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually Musorgsky.

Craig Duran:

This Musorgsky is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this Musorgsky can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Roberta Anglin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Musorgsky was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Musorgsky has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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