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This volume documents the significant changes that have occurred in Japanese schools since the collapse of
that nation’s economic bubble. Before the recession, Japan was the country that most educational reformers
sought to emulate due to its students’ performance on standardized tests. Now, however, a different and more
complicated picture of the Japanese education system emerges. This book places Japanese education in a
global context, with particular attention given to how their education system is responding to changing
expectations and pressures that emerge from rapid social change. Chapters written by respected scholars
examine issues related to equality, academic achievement, privatization, population diversity, societal
expectations, and the influence of the media, parents, and political movements. The research in this book will
provide valuable lessons for policymakers and practitioners facing similar challenges.

Contributors: Motoko Akiba, Christopher J. Frey, Rebecca Erwin Fukuzawa, June A. Gordon, Akiko
Hayashi, Diane M. Hoffman, Victor Kobayashi, Yeon-Jin Lee, Kaori H. Okano, Hyunjoon Park,
Tomoaki Nomi, James Shields, Kazuhiko Shimizu, Joseph Tobin, Ryoko Tsuneyoshi

Gary DeCoker is professor of Japanese Studies at Earlham College, professor of education emeritus at Ohio
Wesleyan University, and editor of National Standards and School Reform in Japan and the United
States. Christopher Bjork is associate professor and chair of the Education Department at Vassar College.

“In the face of the challenging paradoxes and contradictions of education in Japan and around the world, it is
more important than ever that we seek better ways to understand each other and our educational systems and
societies as a foundation to improve our respective lives and the world we live in.”
—From the Foreword by James J. Shields, professor emeritus and founder of The Japan Initiative, The City
College, City University of New York

“The understanding of the limits of schools as never-ending investments in the wealth of a nation situated on
a fragile planet—an island in the solar system—could lead to a greater appreciation of the value of education
in conserving and advancing the best of world traditions.”
—From the Afterword by Victor Kobayashi, professor emeritus, University of Hawaii
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity.
Try to stumble through book Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity as
your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Jose Miller:

This Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics,
and Equity without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't become worry Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity can bring
any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even phone. This Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and
Equity having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jonathan Ownby:

Here thing why this kind of Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Japanese Education in an Era of
Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization:
Culture, Politics, and Equity. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture,
Politics, and Equity in e-book can be your substitute.

Kirk Qualls:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say



absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is actually Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and
Equity.
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