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Why did ancient philosophers consult oracles, write about them, and consider them to be an important part of
philosophical thought and practice? This book explores the extensive links between oracles and philosophy
in Late Antiquity, particularly focusing on the roles of oracles and other forms of divination in third and
fourth century CE Neoplatonism. Examining some of the most significant debates between pagan
philosophers and Christian intellectuals on the nature of oracles as a central yet contested element of
religious tradition, Addey focuses particularly on Porphyry's Philosophy from Oracles and Iamblichus' De
Mysteriis - two works which deal extensively with oracles and other forms of divination.

This book argues for the significance of divination within Neoplatonism and offers a substantial
reassessment of oracles and philosophical works and their relationship to one another. With a broad
interdisciplinary approach, encompassing Classics, Ancient Philosophy, Theology, Religious Studies and
Ancient History, Addey draws on recent anthropological and religious studies research which has challenged
and re-evaluated the relationship between rationality and ritual.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

This Divination and Theurgy in Neoplatonism: Oracles of the Gods (Ashgate Studies in Philosophy and
Theology in Late Antiquity) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Divination
and Theurgy in Neoplatonism: Oracles of the Gods (Ashgate Studies in Philosophy and Theology in Late
Antiquity) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry Divination and Theurgy in Neoplatonism: Oracles of the Gods (Ashgate Studies in
Philosophy and Theology in Late Antiquity) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Divination and
Theurgy in Neoplatonism: Oracles of the Gods (Ashgate Studies in Philosophy and Theology in Late
Antiquity) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Esther Belote:

The actual book Divination and Theurgy in Neoplatonism: Oracles of the Gods (Ashgate Studies in
Philosophy and Theology in Late Antiquity) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suitable to you. The book Divination and Theurgy in Neoplatonism: Oracles of the Gods (Ashgate Studies in
Philosophy and Theology in Late Antiquity) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

The particular book Divination and Theurgy in Neoplatonism: Oracles of the Gods (Ashgate Studies in
Philosophy and Theology in Late Antiquity) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to
write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Travis Davis:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Divination and Theurgy in Neoplatonism: Oracles of the Gods (Ashgate Studies in Philosophy and Theology
in Late Antiquity) offer you a new experience in studying a book.
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