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Against the backdrop of nativist rural narratives dominating Taiwan's literary scene in the 1980s, Huang Fan
published thrilling urban portraits and political satires, reorienting the nation's attention. His sardonic tone
stood in stark contrast to the self-serious social realism then in vogue, and after decades of groundbreaking
work, he is now one of Asia's most celebrated authors, crucial to understanding the development of
Taiwanese literature over the past fifty years.

The first collection of Fan's work to appear in English, this anthology includes Zero, a futuristic novella that
won the Unitas Prize, and three critically acclaimed short stories: "Lai Suo" (which won the China Times
and Shibao Grand Literary Prize and established Fan's reputation), "The Intelligent Man," and "How to
Measure the Width of a Ditch." In Zero, Xi De, a young man living among the elite in a postapocalyptic
world, challenges the technocratic rule of a charismatic leader, mirroring Taiwan's own social character in
the 1970s and containing strong allusions to George Orwell's 1984. Fan's novella poignantly renders the
quandary of an idealistic man trapped between conflicting claims to truth, unsure of whether he is heroic or
foolish in his ultimate choice of resistance or sacrifice. In the widely anthologized "Lai Suo," a naïve
individual becomes the pawn of powerful men intent on advancement. "How to Measure the Width of a
Ditch" is an absurdist, metafictional tale in which the narrator reminisces about his childhood in Taipei, and
"The Intelligent Man" weaves an allegorical satire of Taiwanese migration to the United States and the
business expansion to mainland China and Southeast Asia. All together, these remarkable works portray the
tensions and aspirations underlying Taiwanese society, as well as other worlds waking up from political
strife.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Zero and Other Fictions to read.

Jennifer Larson:

The guide untitled Zero and Other Fictions is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence
the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of Zero and Other Fictions from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Larry Tatro:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer could be Zero and Other Fictions why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Sharon Baker:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the book Zero
and Other Fictions we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative
person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this time book Zero and Other Fictions. You can more appealing than now.
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