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Through extensive reading and reflection, Abraham Lincoln fashioned a mind as powerfully intellectual and

superlatively communicative as that of any other American political leader. Reading with Lincoln uncovers

the how of Lincoln’s inspiring rise to greatness by connecting the content of his reading to the story of his

life.

At the core of Lincoln’s success was his self-education, centered on his love of and appreciation for

learning through books. From his early studies of grammar school handbooks and children’s classics to his

interest in Shakespeare’s Macbeth and the Bible during his White House years, what Lincoln read helped to

define who he was as a person and as a politician. This unique study delves into the books, pamphlets,

poetry, plays, and essays that influenced Lincoln’s thoughts and actions.

            Exploring in great depth and detail those readings that inspired the sixteenth president, author Robert

Bray follows Lincoln’s progress closely, from the young teen composing letters for illiterate friends and

neighbors to the politician who keenly employed what he read to advance his agenda. Bray analyzes

Lincoln’s radical period in New Salem, during which he came under the influence of Anglo-American and

French Enlightenment thinkers such as Thomas Paine, C. F. Volney, and Voltaire, and he investigates

Lincoln’s appreciation of nineteenth-century lyric poetry, which he both read and wrote. Bray considers

Lincoln’s fascination with science, mathematics, political economics, liberal social philosophy, theology,

and the Bible, and devotes special attention to Lincoln’s enjoyment of American humor. While striving to

arrive at an understanding of the role each subject played in the development of this remarkable leader, Bray

also examines the connections and intertextual relations between what Lincoln read and how he wrote and

spoke.

            This comprehensive and long-awaited book provides fresh insight into the self-made man from the

wilderness of Illinois. Bray offers a new way to approach the mind of the political artist who used his natural

talent, honed by years of rhetorical study and practice, to abolish slavery and end the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Smith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Reading With Lincoln, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Michael Pabon:

Typically the book Reading With Lincoln has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Helen Tate:

The reason why? Because this Reading With Lincoln is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Anne Braden:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Reading With Lincoln why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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