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Winner of the Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize, a breathtaking elegy to the waning days of human
spaceflight as we have known it

In the 1960s, humans took their first steps away from Earth, and for a time our possibilities in space seemed
endless. But in a time of austerity and in the wake of high-profile disasters like Challenger, that dream has
ended. In early 2011, Margaret Lazarus Dean traveled to Cape Canaveral for NASA's last three space shuttle
launches in order to bear witness to the end of an era. With Dean as our guide to Florida's Space Coast and to
the history of NASA, Leaving Orbit takes the measure of what American spaceflight has achieved while
reckoning with its earlier witnesses, such as Norman Mailer, Tom Wolfe, and Oriana Fallaci. Along the way,
Dean meets NASA workers, astronauts, and space fans, gathering possible answers to the question: What
does it mean that a spacefaring nation won't be going to space anymore?
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Walker:

With other case, little people like to read book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American
Spaceflight. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

David Waymire:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last
Days of American Spaceflight is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Carol Jackson:

The publication with title Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Erik Figaro:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Leaving
Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get ahead of. The Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight
giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information
for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?
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