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Irreverent and incisive critique of liberal theories of the state.

In Against the State, Crispin Sartwell unleashes a quick and brutal rejection of the traditional arguments for
state legitimacy. Sartwell considers the classics of Western political philosophy—Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau,
Hegel, Hume, Bentham, Rawls, and Habermas, among others—and argues that their positions are not only
wrong but also embarrassingly bad. He separates the traditional pro-state arguments into three classes: social
contract theories, utilitarian justifications, and justicial views, all while attacking both general strategies and
particular formulations. Sartwell argues that the state rests on nothing but deadly force and its accompanying
coercion, and that no one is under any obligation to obey the law merely because it is the law. He concludes
by articulating a positive vision of an anarchist future, based on the “individualism” of such figures as
Emerson and Thoreau. Against the State provides a rigorous and provocative foil to the classic texts, and also
serves as a concise statement of the anarchist challenge.

“Sartwell’s work stands in the Thoreauvian tradition he admires—simultaneously lyrical and plainspoken,
intensely personal yet theoretically compelling. Transcending the hackneyed opposition between
individualist and communitarian approaches to politics, Sartwell’s spirited, engaging, and insightful critique
of the state reminds us of the essentially barbarous nature of that institution, forcefully engages the classic
arguments on its behalf, and makes a vigorous and inspiring case for a humane anarchist alternative.” —
Roderick T. Long, Auburn University

“Sartwell is unabashed and unrelenting in pointing out the unquestioned absurdities at the foundation of the
state’s legitimacy. His refusal to accept any assumption on faith or to turn away from logical conclusions is
the book’s greatest strength.” — Dana Ward, coauthor of Political Reasoning and Cognition: A Piagetian
View

Crispin Sartwell is Associate Professor of Political Science at Dickinson College and the author of several
books, including Obscenity, Anarchy, Reality and Extreme Virtue: Truth and Leadership in Five Great
American Lives, both also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Thomas:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Against the State: An Introduction
to Anarchist Political Theory. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Paul Dixon:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist
Political Theory, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Linda Williams:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Rick Fairchild:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory when you necessary it?
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