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The sources for this study are diverse. Decrees of ecclesiastical councils, papal bulls, and canonical
commentaries were investigated to identify the formal Catholic doctrines on marriage. Catechisms,
confessional manuals for priests, and popular religious literature were consulted to determine how the
church’s formal teachings were understood and interpreted as guides for concrete action. The basic cultural
attitudes toward marriage, love, and honor were studied in both popular religious literature and the drama
and prose of Spain’s Golden Age. The backbone of this study, however, consists of the actual records of
prenuptial disputes that took place in the colony of New Spain.The geographical area from which the
prenuptial disputes are drawn is the archdiocese of Mexico, which in colonial times embraced the highly
populated central region of the Spanish colony of New Spain. About three-quarters of the documentation
originated in Mexico City itself; the remainder came from urban areas outside the city.Two types of records
form the documentary base of the study. The first and largest category is that of ordinary marriage
applications, which were made by every couple who wanted to marry and were the first official step toward
marriage. Every couple had to appear before the local priest (or simply his notary in the larger parishes) to
declare that both parties were free to marry and intended to do so. Often couples were accompanied by
witnesses who were prepared to swear to the truth of the statements. It was in the course of these ordinary
applications that couples informed church officials in their own words of any opposition to their wedding,
and it is from these first applications that most of the evidence concerning marriage conflicts originates. A
second and much smaller body of documentary evidence consists of the records of lawsuits and formal
appeals to church officials to halt or permit marriages. Such cases represent only a small fraction of the
incidents of opposition and tended to involve only the wealthiest families, who could afford such actions.In
addition to reading nearly all the surviving marriage license applications for Mexico City of the colonial
period (approximately 16,000 applications), the author examined a major portion of the approximately 300
extant formal lawsuits over prenuptial disputes for the archdiocese of Mexico during the colonial period. For
the final period covered by the study, when the church ceded its control over prenuptial disputes to the
crown, the author examined the appeals to the central royal court in the viceroyalty of New Spain, called the
Audiencia of Mexico. Although its jurisdiction extended beyond the boundaries of the archdiocese, the
Audiencia was the secular unit that corresponded most closely to the archdiocesan one.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marques:

The actual book To Love, Honor, and Obey in Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage Choice, 1574-1821
has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book.
This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Charles Smith:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting To Love, Honor, and Obey in
Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage Choice, 1574-1821 that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick To Love, Honor, and
Obey in Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage Choice, 1574-1821 become your personal starter.

Debra Davis:

This To Love, Honor, and Obey in Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage Choice, 1574-1821 is great e-
book for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or
we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having To Love, Honor, and Obey in Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over
Marriage Choice, 1574-1821 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
which?

Essie Ryan:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like To Love, Honor, and Obey in
Colonial Mexico: Conflicts over Marriage Choice, 1574-1821 which is having the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's view.
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