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A decade ago no one except geologists had heard of tantalum or 'coltan' - an obscure mineral that is an
essential ingredient in mobile phones and laptops. Then, in 2000, reports began to leak out of Congo: of
mines deep in the jungle where coltan was extracted in brutal conditions watched over by warlords. The
United Nations sent a team to investigate, and its exposé of the relationship between violence and the
exploitation of coltan and other natural resources contributed to a re-examination of scholarship on the
motivations and strategies of armed groups.

The politics of coltan encompass rebel militias, transnational corporations, determined activists, Hollywood
celebrities, the rise of China, and the latest iGadget. Drawing on Congolese and activist voices, Nest analyses
the two issues that define coltan politics: the relationship between coltan and violence in the Congo, and
contestation between activists and corporations to reshape the global tantalum supply chain. The way
production and trade of coltan is organised creates opportunities for armed groups, but the Congo wars are
not solely, or even primarily, about coltan or minerals generally. Nest argues the political significance of
coltan lies not in its causal link to violence, but in activists' skillful use of mobile phones as a symbol of how
ordinary people and transnational corporations far from Africa are implicated in Congo's coltan industry and
therefore its conflict. Nest examines the challenges coltan initiatives face in an activist 'marketplace' crowded
with competing justice issues, and identifies lessons from coltan initiatives for the geopolitics of global
resources more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Edmond:

Here thing why this kind of Coltan (PRS - Polity Resources series) are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. Coltan (PRS - Polity Resources series) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Coltan (PRS -
Polity Resources series). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Coltan (PRS - Polity Resources series) in e-book can be your
alternative.

Lavone Anderson:

The ability that you get from Coltan (PRS - Polity Resources series) will be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Coltan (PRS - Polity Resources series) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the
idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having that Coltan (PRS - Polity Resources series) instantly.

Roger Thomas:

Exactly why? Because this Coltan (PRS - Polity Resources series) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

James Melendez:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the book Coltan (PRS - Polity Resources series) to make your
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and
examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the
publication Coltan (PRS - Polity Resources series) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and



confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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