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"Chock-full of astonishing facts and fascinating illustrations."—Booklist

An eminently readable, entertaining romp through the history of our vain and valiant efforts to heal
ourselves. Mankind's battle to stay alive and healthy for as long as possible is our oldest, most universal
struggle. With his characteristic wit and vastly informed historical scope, Roy Porter examines the war
fought between disease and doctors on the battleground of the flesh from ancient times to the present. He
explores the many ingenious ways in which we have attempted to overcome disease through the ages: the
changing role of doctors, from ancient healers, apothecaries, and blood-letters to today's professionals; the
array of drugs, from Ayurvedic remedies to the launch of Viagra; the advances in surgery, from amputations
performed by barbers without anesthetic to today's sophisticated transplants; and the transformation of
hospitals from Christian places of convalescence to modern medical powerhouses. Cleverly illustrated with
historic line drawings, the chronic ailments of humanity provide vivid anecdotes for Porter's enlightening
story of medicine's efforts to prevail over a formidable and ever-changing adversary.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book
Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Theresa Walker:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
could share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book.
One of them is this Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine.

Kristi Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Blood and Guts: A Short History
of Medicine.

William Ochoa:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine to
make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the
guide Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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