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In the twentieth century, American mathematicians began to make critical advances in a field previously
dominated by Europeans. Harvard's mathematics department was at the center of these developments. A
History in Sum is an inviting account of the pioneers who trailblazed a distinctly American tradition of
mathematics--in algebraic geometry, complex analysis, and other esoteric subdisciplines that are rarely
written about outside of journal articles or advanced textbooks. The heady mathematical concepts that
emerged, and the men and women who shaped them, are described here in lively, accessible prose.

The story begins in 1825, when a precocious sixteen-year-old freshman, Benjamin Peirce, arrived at the
College. He would become the first American to produce original mathematics--an ambition frowned upon
in an era when professors largely limited themselves to teaching. Peirce's successors transformed the math
department into a world-class research center, attracting to the faculty such luminaries as George David
Birkhoff. Influential figures soon flocked to Harvard, some overcoming great challenges to pursue their
elected calling. A History in Sum elucidates the contributions of these extraordinary minds and makes clear
why the history of the Harvard mathematics department is an essential part of the history of mathematics in
America and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Cowen:

In other case, little individuals like to read book A History in Sum. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book A History in Sum. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It
is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Marlys Wieland:

The book untitled A History in Sum is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality
of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of A
History in Sum from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Vincent Mickens:

The book A History in Sum has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write
this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Tara Reynolds:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A History in Sum book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty A History in Sum as good book not merely by the
cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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