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In a world where natural selection has shaped adaptations of astonishing ingenuity, what is the scope and
unique power of rational thinking?

In this short but wide-ranging book, philosopher Ronald de Sousa looks at the twin set of issues surrounding
the power of natural selection to mimic rational design, and rational thinking as itself a product of natural
selection.

While we commonly deem ourselves superior to other species, the logic of natural selection should not lead
us to expect that nature does everything for the best. Similarly, rational action does not always promote the
best possible outcomes. So what is the difference? Is the pursuit of rationality actually an effective strategy?

Part of the answer lies in language, including mathematics and science. Language is the most striking device
by which we have made ourselves smarter than our nearest primate cousins. Sometimes the purely instinctual
responses we share with other animals put explicit reasoning to shame: the movements of a trained athlete
are faster and more accurate than anything she could explicitly calculate. Language, however, with its power
to abstract from concrete experience and to range over all aspects of nature, enables breathtakingly precise
calculations, which have taken us to the moon and beyond. Most importantly, however, language enables us
to formulate an endless multiplicity of values, in potential conflict with one another as well as with
instinctual imperatives.

In short, this sophisticated and entertaining book shows how our rationality and our irrationality are
inextricably intertwined. Ranging over a wide array of evidence, it explores the true ramifications of being
human in the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Why Think? The Evolution of the Rational Mind.

Anthony Thies:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Why Think? The Evolution of the
Rational Mind book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Teresa Propst:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Why Think? The Evolution of the Rational Mind as the
daily resource information.

Tracey Cook:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you personally is
Why Think? The Evolution of the Rational Mind this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book.
Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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