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In the Louvre museum hangs a portrait that is considered the iconic image of René Descartes, the great
seventeenth-century French philosopher. And the painter of the work? The Dutch master Frans Hals--or so it
was long believed, until the work was downgraded to a copy of an original. But where is the authentic
version, and who painted it? Is the man in the painting--and in its original--really Descartes?

A unique combination of philosophy, biography, and art history, The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter
investigates the remarkable individuals and circumstances behind a small portrait. Through this image--and
the intersecting lives of a brilliant philosopher, a Catholic priest, and a gifted painter--Steven Nadler opens a
fascinating portal into Descartes's life and times, skillfully presenting an accessible introduction to
Descartes's philosophical and scientific ideas, and an illuminating tour of the volatile political and religious
environment of the Dutch Golden Age. As Nadler shows, Descartes's innovative ideas about the world, about
human nature and knowledge, and about philosophy itself, stirred great controversy. Philosophical and
theological critics vigorously opposed his views, and civil and ecclesiastic authorities condemned his
writings. Nevertheless, Descartes's thought came to dominate the philosophical world of the period, and can
rightly be called the philosophy of the seventeenth century.

Shedding light on a well-known image, The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter offers an engaging
exploration of a celebrated philosopher's world and work.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Philosopher, the Priest, and
the Painter: A Portrait of Descartes to read.

Loren Velasco:

Beside that The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter: A Portrait of Descartes in your phone, it may give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter: A Portrait of Descartes because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Mildred Yen:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as
of book The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter: A Portrait of Descartes. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Randy Mosley:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter: A
Portrait of Descartes to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and
learn it. Beside that the e-book The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter: A Portrait of Descartes can to be
your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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