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The Edge of Mosby’s Sword is the first scholarly volume to delve into the story of one of John Singleton
Mosby’s most trusted and respected officers, Colonel William Henry Chapman. Presenting both military and
personal perspectives of Chapman’s life, Gordon B. Bonan offers an in-depth understanding of a man
transformed by the shattering of his nation. This painstakingly researched account exposes a soldier and
patriot whose convictions compelled him to battle fiercely for Southern independence; whose quest for
greatness soured when faced with the brutal realities of warfare; and who sought to heal his wounded nation
when the guns of war were silenced. 

            Born into a wealthy slave-owning family, Chapman was a student of the fiery secessionist rhetoric of
antebellum Virginia who eagerly sought glory and adventure on the battlefields of the Civil War. Bonan
traces Chapman’s evolution from an impassioned student at the University of Virginia to an experienced
warrior and leader, providing new insight into the officer’s numerous military accomplishments. Explored
here are Chapman’s previously overlooked endeavors as a student warrior, leader of the Dixie Artillery, and
as second-in-command to Mosby, including his participation in the capture of Harpers Ferry, the battering of
Union forces at Second Manassas, and his ferocious raids during the 1864 Shenandoah Valley campaign.
Bonan reveals fresh perspectives on the intrepid maneuvers of Mosby’s Rangers, the hardships of war, and
Chapman’s crucial role as the right hand of the “Gray Ghost.” But while Mosby recognized him for his
bravery and daring, the fame Chapman sought always eluded him. Instead, with his honors and successes
came disillusionment and sorrow, as he watched comrades and civilians alike succumb to the terrible toll of
the war.

            The end of the struggle between North and South saw Chapman accept defeat with dignity, leading
the Rangers to their official surrender and parole at Winchester. With the horrors of the war behind him, he
quickly moved to embrace the rebuilding of his country, joining the Republican party and beginning a forty-
two-year career at the IRS enforcing Federal law throughout the South. In the end, Chapman’s life is a study
in contradictions: nationalism and reconciliation; slavery and liberty; vengeance and chivalry.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Velez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Edge
of Mosby's Sword: The Life of Confederate Colonel William Henry Chapman, you may tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading
a guide.

Amanda Mathis:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them
is this The Edge of Mosby's Sword: The Life of Confederate Colonel William Henry Chapman.

Christine Erhart:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be The Edge of Mosby's Sword: The Life of Confederate Colonel William Henry Chapman.

Sharon Lopez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Edge of Mosby's Sword: The Life of
Confederate Colonel William Henry Chapman why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the



outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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