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Some cities, through hardship or glory or a combination of both, produce extraordinary women. Richmond in
the early twentieth century, dominated by its prominent families and still haunted by the ghosts of its
Confederate past, produced a galaxy of such characters, including Ellen Glasgow, Mary Cooke Branch
Munford, and Lila Meade Valentine. Elisabeth Scott Bocock, Victorian in values but modern in outlook,
carried on this tradition with her unique combination of family wealth and connections, boundless energy,
eccentricity, and visionary zeal. Her daughter Mary Buford Hitz's candid memoir reveals the pleasures and
frustrations of growing up with a woman who expected so much from her children and from the city whose
self-appointed guardian she became.

Elisabeth Bocock's vision was of a city that would take historic preservation seriously, of a society that
would accept the importance of conservation. Impatient with process and society's conventions, she used her
enormous personal magnetism to circumvent them when founding many of the institutions Richmond takes
for granted today. In the creation of the Historic Richmond Foundation, the Carriage Museum at Maymont,
the Hand Workshop, and the Virginia Chapter of the Nature Conservancy she played the dual roles of
visionary and bulldozer. While part of a tradition of strong southern women, Elisabeth Bocock's tactics were
unique, as she sought to convince others of both the practical and aesthetic links between preservation and
the environment.

One of the "five little Scotts," children of the founder of the investment firm Scott & Stringfellow, she grew
up with great privilege, and she schooled her children in how to take advantage of such privilege and how to
ignore it. Whether in their winter residence at 909 West Franklin Street in Richmond or at their summer
home, Royal Orchard, in the Blue Ridge Mountains, in her household she insisted both on achievement and
on avoiding boredom at all costs.

As Mary Buford Hitz recounts with intelligence and feeling, her mother often seemed like a natural force,
leveling anything that stood in its way but leaving in its wake a brighter, changed world. Never Ask
Permission is not only a daughter's honest portrait of a charismatic and difficult woman who broke the
threads of convention; in Elisabeth Scott Bocock we recognize the flawed but feisty, enduring character of
Richmond.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

The e-book with title Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth Scott Bocock of Richmond, A Memoir by Mary
Buford Hitz has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Ramon Hudson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a book. The book Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth Scott Bocock of
Richmond, A Memoir by Mary Buford Hitz it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Barbara Figueroa:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth Scott Bocock of Richmond, A Memoir by Mary Buford Hitz your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth Scott
Bocock of Richmond, A Memoir by Mary Buford Hitz giving you a different experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lisa Bentley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth Scott Bocock of Richmond, A Memoir by
Mary Buford Hitz why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not



disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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