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Endo Shusaku was a renowned twentieth-century Japanese author who wrote from the unusual perspective of
being both Japanese and Catholic. His work is often compared to that of Graham Greene, who himself
considered Endo one of the century’s finest writers. A historical novel set in the turbulent period between the
fall of the shogunate and the Meiji Restoration, Kiku’s Prayer embodies themes central to Endo’s work,
including religion, modernization, and the endurance of the human spirit. In Japan, the book is considered
one of his late masterpieces and has never before been translated into English.

Endo’s novel is told through the eyes of Kiku, self-assured young woman from a rural village who falls in
love with Seikichi, a devoted Catholic man. Practicing a faith still banned by the government, Seikichi is
imprisoned and forced to recant under torture. Kiku’s efforts to reconcile her feelings for Seikichi and the
sacrifices she makes to free him mirror the painful, conflicting choices Japan faced as a result of exposure to
modernity and the West. Endo’s nuanced view of history is very much on display in this novel: Seikichi’s
persecution exemplifies Japan’s insecurities toward the West, and Kiku’s tortured yet determined spirit
represents the nation’s resilient soul. Yet Kiku’s Prayer is much more than a historical allegory. It acutely
renders one woman’s troubled encounter with passion and spirituality at a transitional time in her life and in
the life of her people.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Casas:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia). You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort
of book Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia). You can add information and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Alan Fan:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Kiku's Prayer: A Novel
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) to read.

John Bullard:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get before. The Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Sarah McClain:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia)
or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Kiku's
Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of



book like this.
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