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This fascinating book explores Benjamin Franklin’s social and political thought. Although Franklin is often
considered “the first American,” his intellectual world was cosmopolitan. An active participant in
eighteenth-century Atlantic debates over the modern commercial republic, Franklin combined abstract
analyses with practical proposals. Houston treats Franklin as shrewd, creative, and engaged—a lively thinker
who joined both learned controversies and political conflicts at home and abroad.
 
Drawing on meticulous archival research, Houston examines such tantalizing themes as trade and commerce,
voluntary associations and civic militias, population growth and immigration policy, political union and
electoral institutions, freedom and slavery. In each case, he shows how Franklin urged the improvement of
self and society.
 
Engagingly written and richly illustrated, this book provides a compelling portrait of Franklin, a fresh
perspective on American identity, and a vital account of what it means to be practical.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Weigel:

The publication untitled Benjamin Franklin and the Politics of Improvement (The Lewis Walpole Series in
Eighteenth-C) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share
to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Benjamin Franklin and the Politics
of Improvement (The Lewis Walpole Series in Eighteenth-C) from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Mona Savoy:

You can get this Benjamin Franklin and the Politics of Improvement (The Lewis Walpole Series in
Eighteenth-C) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Laura Enriquez:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book
Benjamin Franklin and the Politics of Improvement (The Lewis Walpole Series in Eighteenth-C). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one destination to other place.

Clifford Stoner:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Benjamin Franklin and the Politics of Improvement (The Lewis Walpole Series in Eighteenth-C) when
you necessary it?
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