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An Active Service traces a young Sid Dowland from civilian life into the tough environment of the Guards
Depot in the 1930's and then on to a Guards service Battalion in London and prewar Egypt. The outbreak of
war found Sid taking part in the retreat to Dunkirk and then service in North Africa before volunteering for
the SAS. Captured after a disastrous raid in Sardinia, he escaped from a POW camp in Italy before making it
back to England. The end of the war did not signal peace as the Guards were sent into action in Palestine and
subsequently to the jungles of Malaya where Sid found that his SAS experience is in great demand. Sid later
told his story to Richard Dorney, himself a Guardsman.

An Active Service is a tale of adventure but will be of interest to anyone studying the Second World War or
the early days of the SAS. Most of the historical information is previously unpublished and much of it is
drawn from SAS operation reports in the National Archives and from the war diaries of the Grenadier
Guards.

The lively text is accompanied by many previously unseen photographs from private collections and is
brought to life by a series of high quality and accurate drawings depicting the uniforms of the day. It is an
enjoyable human story but is also an accurate account of military life during the war years which will be of
interest to anyone researching or studying this period, particularly those with an interest in the early days of
the SAS, the world's premier élite force.

Key sales points: Fascinating personal story of a member of the Grenadier Guards and SAS, covering pre-
WWII service as a regular, Dunkirk, the early days of the SAS, and postwar Palestine and Malaya / Contains
much previously unpublished information from archives and war diaries, as well as Sid's account of the early
days of the SAS, and service with the Grenadier Guards / Lively text supplemented by a number of
interesting photos and superb drawings by artist Sean Bolan.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Davis:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question because
just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific An Active Service: The Story of a Soldier's Life
in the Grenadier Guards and SAS 1935-58 to read.

Harry Baxter:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this An
Active Service: The Story of a Soldier's Life in the Grenadier Guards and SAS 1935-58, you could tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a guide.

Rose Davies:

The particular book An Active Service: The Story of a Soldier's Life in the Grenadier Guards and SAS 1935-
58 has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

James Melendez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication An Active Service: The Story of a Soldier's Life in the Grenadier Guards and
SAS 1935-58 was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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