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General Francisco Franco ruled Spain for nearly forty years, as one of the most powerful and controversial
leaders in that nation's long history. He has been the subject of many biographies, several of them more than
a thousand pages in length, but all the preceding works have tended toward one extreme of interpretation or
the other. This is the first comprehensive scholarly biography of Franco in English that is objective and
balanced in its coverage, treating all three major aspects of his life—personal, military, and political. The
coauthors, both renowned historians of Spain, present a deeply researched account that has made extensive
use of the Franco Archive (long inaccessible to historians). They have also conducted in-depth interviews
with his only daughter to explain better his family background, personal life, and marital environment, as
well as his military and political career.
            Franco: A Personal and Political Biography depicts his early life, explains his career and rise to
prominence as an army officer who became Europe's youngest interwar brigadier general in 1926, and then
discusses his role in the affairs of the troubled Second Spanish Republic (1931–36). Stanley G. Payne and
Jesús Palacios examine in detail how Franco became dictator and how his leadership led to victory in the
Spanish Civil War that consolidated his regime. They also explore Franco's role in the great repression that
accompanied the Civil War—resulting in tens of thousands of executions—and examine at length his
controversial role in World War II. This masterful biography highlights Franco's metamorphoses and
adaptations to retain power as politics, culture, and economics shifted in the four decades of his dictatorship.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Franco: A Personal and
Political Biography to read.

Jack Lumpkin:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Franco: A Personal and Political Biography book is readable by you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Franco: A
Personal and Political Biography content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking
Franco: A Personal and Political Biography is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Barbara Mobley:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Franco: A Personal and Political Biography why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Paul Steinbach:

Beside that Franco: A Personal and Political Biography in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Franco: A Personal and Political Biography because this book offers to you personally readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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