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In this engrossing exploration of martyrdom, Lacey Baldwin Smith takes us on a riveting journey through
history as he examines one of the most baffling characteristics of the human species: its willingness to die to
sanctify a deity, to defend a cause, or simply to prove a point. In telling the stories of his chosen martyrs, by
delving into their psyches, politics, and remarkable personalities, he illuminates the complex and elusive
subject of martyrdom as it has evolved over two and a half millennia.    

    

The story starts with Socrates, the Western world's first recorded martyr, and moves on to Judaic and early
Christian martyrs: the Maccabees and their heroic suffering; Jesus of Nazareth and the impact of the
crucifixion on his message; and Saint Perpetua, who died spectacularly in a Roman amphitheater.    

    

The narrative then transports us to England: to Archbishop Thomas Becket and his sensational murder at the
altar of his own cathedral in Canterbury; to Sir Thomas More, who died Henry VIII's "good servant but
God's first" ; to the Protestant martyrs under Catholic Mary Tudor; and to Charles I, the only English king to
be tried and executed as a traitor.

The concluding chapters cover modern martyrdom as it has become increasingly secularized and entangled
with treason. They include John Brown, whose "body lies a-mouldering in the grave but whose soul" goes
marching on,  Mahatma Gandhi and his school for martyrs, the Holocaust and its impact on modern Jewish
thought, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the unsuccessful attempts to assassinate Hitler, and Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg's execution for giving secret information about the atomic bomb to the USSR. The book ends
with the troubling figure of SS Lieutenant Kurt Gerstein and the ultimate question: Is there such a person as a
totally disinterested martyr?    

    

Fools and traitors to some, heroes to others, all the men and women who appear here have helped shape our
definition of martyrdom. The questions Lacey Baldwin Smith raises, and the way he brings the past to life,
make this a uniquely compelling book.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Gorski:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book Fools, Martyrs, Traitors: The Story of Martyrdom in the Western
World ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Fools, Martyrs, Traitors: The Story of
Martyrdom in the Western World is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship together with the book Fools, Martyrs, Traitors: The Story of Martyrdom in the Western
World. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Gale Taylor:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Fools, Martyrs, Traitors: The
Story of Martyrdom in the Western World book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ella Oxley:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Fools, Martyrs, Traitors: The Story of Martyrdom in
the Western World as the daily resource information.

Deanna Thompson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book Fools, Martyrs, Traitors: The Story of
Martyrdom in the Western World it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price



is not to cover but this book offers high quality.
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