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The greatest obstacle to sound economic policy is not entrenched special interests or rampant lobbying, but
the popular misconceptions, irrational beliefs, and personal biases held by ordinary voters. This is economist
Bryan Caplan's sobering assessment in this provocative and eye-opening book. Caplan argues that voters
continually elect politicians who either share their biases or else pretend to, resulting in bad policies winning
again and again by popular demand.

Boldly calling into question our most basic assumptions about American politics, Caplan contends that
democracy fails precisely because it does what voters want. Through an analysis of Americans' voting
behavior and opinions on a range of economic issues, he makes the convincing case that noneconomists
suffer from four prevailing biases: they underestimate the wisdom of the market mechanism, distrust
foreigners, undervalue the benefits of conserving labor, and pessimistically believe the economy is going
from bad to worse. Caplan lays out several bold ways to make democratic government work better--for
example, urging economic educators to focus on correcting popular misconceptions and recommending that
democracies do less and let markets take up the slack.

The Myth of the Rational Voter takes an unflinching look at how people who vote under the influence of
false beliefs ultimately end up with government that delivers lousy results. With the upcoming presidential
election season drawing nearer, this thought-provoking book is sure to spark a long-overdue reappraisal of
our elective system.
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From reader reviews:

Gustavo Cyr:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad
Policies book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer regarding The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies
content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Myth of the
Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Brian Griffith:

The particular book The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies will bring you
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why
Democracies Choose Bad Policies is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Pearl Miller:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this The Myth of the
Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies.

Valeria May:

The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Myth of the
Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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