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"Cullen's strength comes from his understanding of how the different strands of American society intertwine
in imaginative, unpredictable ways ... The shape and vitality of pop culture's next era will depend, at least in
part, on commentators like Cullen."
—Washington Post Book World

"A thoroughly engaging look at American culture ... Cullen's articulate prose is spiced with wicked wit and
he loves a good story ... Demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of complex cultural forces."
—Publishers Weekly

"Reflecting both the strengths and weaknesses of an unusually dynamic area of historical scholarship, The
Art of Democracy is one of the best surveys of the history of American popular culture."
—Journal of American History

"An exceptionally well-written and engrossing introduction to the nonelitist art forms of American popular
culture ... Highly recommended."
—Library Journal, starred review

"Should be kept on hand to restore our faith in the things that matter to us."
—American Studies

Popular culture has been a powerful force in the United States, resonating within the society as a whole and
at the same time connecting disparate and even hostile constituencies. The novels of the late 18th and early
19th centuries, the theater and minstrel shows of the mid-19th century, movies and the introduction of
television and computers in the 20th century are the building blocks that Jim Cullen uses to show how
unique and vibrant cultural forms overcame initial resistance and enabled historically marginalized groups to
gain access to the fruits of society and recognition from the mainstream.

This updated edition contains a new preface and final chapter which traces the history of contemporary
computing from its World War II origins as a military tool to its widespread use in the late 20th century as a
tool for the masses. Cullen shows how the computer is reshaping popular culture, and how that culture
retains its capacity to surprise and disturb.

The highly acclaimed first edition of The Art of Democracy won the 1996 Ray and Pat Brown Award for
"Best Book," presented by the Popular Culture Association.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Gentry:

This The Art of Democracy: A Concise History of Popular Culture in the United States book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This specific The Art of Democracy: A Concise History of Popular Culture in
the United States without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry The Art of Democracy: A Concise History of Popular Culture in the
United States can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Art of Democracy: A Concise History
of Popular Culture in the United States having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

Susan Gagnon:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Art of Democracy: A
Concise History of Popular Culture in the United States is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Graham Ayala:

The reason? Because this The Art of Democracy: A Concise History of Popular Culture in the United States
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Douglas Elem:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Art of Democracy: A Concise History of
Popular Culture in the United States can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book



can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We need to have The Art of Democracy: A Concise History of Popular Culture in the United States.
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