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Was slavery over when slaves gained formal emancipation? Was it over when the social, economic, and
political situation for African Americans no longer mimicked the conditions of slavery? If the Thirteenth
Amendment abolished it in 1865, why did most of the disputed points during the Reconstruction debates of
1866–75 concern issues of slavery? In this book Pamela Brandwein examines the post–Civil War struggle
between competing political and legal interpretations of slavery and Reconstruction to reveal how accepted
historical truth was established.
Delving into the circumstances, assumptions, and rhetoric that shaped the “official” story of Reconstruction,
Brandwein describes precisely how a dominant interpretation of events ultimately emerged and what its
implications have been for twentieth-century judicial decisions, particularly for Supreme Court rulings on
civil rights. While analyzing interpretive disputes about slavery, Brandwein offers a detailed rescoring of
post–Civil War legislative and constitutional history, including analysis of the original understanding of the
Fourteenth Amendment. She identifies the perspectives on Reconstruction that were endorsed or rejected by
the Supreme Court. Explaining what it meant—theoretically and practically—to resolve Reconstruction
debates with a particular definition of slavery, Brandwein recounts how the Northern Democratic definition
of “ending” slavery was not the only definition, just the one that prevailed. Using a familiar historical
moment to do new interpretive work, she outlines a sociology of constitutional law, showing how subjective
narrative construction can solidify into opaque institutional memory.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Cross:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
Reconstructing Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of Historical Truth? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Dorothy Frazier:

This book untitled Reconstructing Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of Historical
Truth to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this book from your list.

Jesus Brewster:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reconstructing
Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of Historical Truth can be the reply, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Mary Adam:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
Reconstructing Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of Historical Truth we can acquire
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time
book Reconstructing Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of Historical Truth. You can
more appealing than now.
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