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In spare, elegant stories reminiscent of the writings of Harlem Renaissance writer Dorothy West, Anika
Nailah illuminates the emotional, spiritual, and social realities that shape–and sometimes destroy–the lives
and dreams of ordinary African Americans.

The stories in Free offer a moving, strikingly original perspective on how cultural experiences and social
assumptions impact our lives. The characters include young children trying to cope with the mysteries of
adult behavior, adults striving to define themselves in a society unwilling to accept who and what they are,
and elderly people looking back on the often difficult choices they have made. They all share a yearning to
be free of the ties imposed by others, ties that bind their bodies, minds, or spirits.

"Trudy" depicts a battle of wills between a black salesclerk and a white customer, shining a harsh light on
the bigotry of the 1950s. In "My Side of the Story," a little boy struggles to understand why his mother has
abandoned him despite her claims that she loves him. “All These Years” is a touching vignette about a
couple married for fifty-four years who reminisce about the attraction they felt at their very first meeting and
realize that the magic still remains. In the aptly titled "Inside Out," a man who has adopted all the trappings
of the white world–the hair, the clothes, the speech, the attitudes–finds himself still ostracized in his office
and gently mocked at home by a wife who embraces her blackness with pride.

In probing the interior landscapes behind the everyday faces her characters assume, Anika Nailah brilliantly
exposes the injustices and struggles African Americans confront, the skills they develop in order to survive,
and the psychological and spiritual costs of survival.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Free: Short Stories book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Free: Short Stories content conveys prospect
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Free: Short Stories is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Scott Roche:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about something
that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing, they
also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Free: Short Stories.

Sylvia Dozier:

This Free: Short Stories is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Free: Short Stories in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Andrew Howe:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Free: Short Stories to make your
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book
Free: Short Stories can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of the time.
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