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Winner of the 1999 International Gallery of Superb Printing Gold Award for Superb Craftsmanship in
Production

Franz Johnston is the missing man of Canadian painting. The most prolific and financially successful of the
original Group of Seven, Johnston’s paintings were among the most sought after in Canada in the years
between the mid-1920s and his death in 1949. They appear in the collections of dozens of discriminating
private collectors, and in institutions such as the National Gallery, the Art Gallery of Ontario, the McMichael
Canadian Collection, and the Canadian War Museum. As well, his work once hung, in thousands of well-
loved reproductions, on the walls of ordinary people’s homes the length and breadth of the country. And yet,
for all his distinguished success, Johnston is no more than a footnote in the many histories of the Group of
Seven, and is rarely mentioned in the context of the general development of art in Canada in the twentieth
century.

Johnston was born and raised in Toronto, worked with J.E.H. MacDonald, Fred Varley, Arthur Lismer, and
Franklin Carmichael at Grip, the famous commercial art studio in Toronto, and served with distinction as an
official war artist in the last years of the First World War. He subsequently taught at the art schools in
Winnipeg and Toronto (he was the principal of the Winnipeg Art School and Gallery for four years in the
early 1920s) before opening his own art school on the shores of Georgian Bay. When the Group of Seven
held its first, seminal exhibition at the Art Museum of Toronto in May 1920, Johnston exhibited and sold
more paintings than any of the others.

In this, the first biography of Franz Johnston, the author seeks to provide a guide to the life, work, and times
of this unjustly neglected, but influential figure in Canadian art and culture. Beautifully illustrated with
sixteen four-colour reproductions of Johnston’s best paintings, and rare black-and-white photographs from a
family collection and other sources.
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Evans:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called A Grand Eye for Glory: A Life
of Franz Johnston? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Lillian Tobias:

Precisely why? Because this A Grand Eye for Glory: A Life of Franz Johnston is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

David McGowan:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Grand Eye for Glory: A Life
of Franz Johnston which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

John Casteel:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this A Grand Eye for Glory: A Life of Franz Johnston can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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