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A Class by Herself explores the historical role and influence of protective legislation for American women
workers, both as a step toward modern labor standards and as a barrier to equal rights. Spanning the
twentieth century, the book tracks the rise and fall of women-only state protective laws—such as maximum
hour laws, minimum wage laws, and night work laws—from their roots in progressive reform through the
passage of New Deal labor law to the feminist attack on single-sex protective laws in the 1960s and 1970s.

Nancy Woloch considers the network of institutions that promoted women-only protective laws, such as the
National Consumers' League and the federal Women's Bureau; the global context in which the laws arose;
the challenges that proponents faced; the rationales they espoused; the opposition that evolved; the impact of
protective laws in ever-changing circumstances; and their dismantling in the wake of Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. Above all, Woloch examines the constitutional conversation that the laws
provoked—the debates that arose in the courts and in the women's movement. Protective laws set precedents
that led to the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 and to current labor law; they also sustained a tradition of
gendered law that abridged citizenship and impeded equality for much of the century.

Drawing on decades of scholarship, institutional and legal records, and personal accounts, A Class by Herself
sets forth a new narrative about the tensions inherent in women-only protective labor laws and their
consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Rolanda Parker:

This A Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That A Class by Herself:
Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America)
without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be
worry A Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A Class by Herself: Protective
Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Duane Sills:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject A Class by
Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century
America) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book
untitled A Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world on this book.

Irma Cook:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this A
Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.



Curt Stewart:

The book untitled A Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone,
or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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