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In 1973 Marcia Lowry, a young civil liberties attorney, filed a controversial class-action suit that would
come to be known as Wilder, which challenged New York City’s operation of its foster-care system.
Lowry’s contention was that the system failed the children it was meant to help because it placed them
according to creed and convenience, not according to need. The plaintiff was thirteen-year-old Shirley
Wilder, an abused runaway whose childhood had been shaped by the system’s inequities. Within a year
Shirley would give birth to a son and relinquish him to the same failing system.

Seventeen years later, with Wilder still controversial and still in court, Nina Bernstein tried to find out what
had happened to Shirley and her baby. She was told by child-welfare officials that Shirley had disappeared
and that her son was one of thousands of anonymous children whose circumstances are concealed by the veil
of confidentiality that hides foster care from public scrutiny. But Bernstein persevered.

The Lost Children of Wilder gives us, in galvanizing and compulsively readable detail, the full history of a
case that reveals the racial, religious, and political fault lines in our child-welfare system, and lays bare the
fundamental contradiction at the heart of our well-intended efforts to sever the destiny of needy children
from the fate of their parents. Bernstein takes us behind the scenes of far-reaching legal and legislative
battles, at the same time as she traces, in heartbreaking counterpoint, the consequences as they are played out
in the life of Shirley’s son, Lamont. His terrifying journey through the system has produced a man with deep
emotional wounds, a stifled yearning for family, and a son growing up in the system’s shadow.

In recounting the failure of the promise of benevolence, The Lost Children of Wilder makes clear how
welfare reform can also damage its
intended beneficiaries. A landmark achievement of investigative reporting and a tour de force of social
observation, this book will haunt every reader who cares about the needs of children.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Lost Children of Wilder: The Epic Struggle to Change Foster Care.

Leigh Brown:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Lost Children of Wilder: The
Epic Struggle to Change Foster Care. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Joseph Griego:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Lost
Children of Wilder: The Epic Struggle to Change Foster Care.

Kathleen Sinclair:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Lost Children of Wilder: The
Epic Struggle to Change Foster Care.
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