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The Body Economic revises the intellectual history of nineteenth-century Britain by demonstrating that
political economists and the writers who often presented themselves as their literary antagonists actually held
most of their basic social assumptions in common. Catherine Gallagher demonstrates that political
economists and their Romantic and early-Victorian critics jointly relocated the idea of value from the realm
of transcendent spirituality to that of organic "life," making human sensations--especially pleasure and pain--
the sources and signs of that value. Classical political economy, this book shows, was not a mechanical
ideology but a form of nineteenth-century organicism, which put the body and its feelings at the center of its
theories, and neoclassical economics built itself even more self-consciously on physiological premises.

The Body Economic explains how these shared views of life, death, and sensation helped shape and were
modified by the two most important Victorian novelists: Charles Dickens and George Eliot. It reveals how
political economists interacted crucially with the life sciences of the nineteenth century--especially with
psychophysiology and anthropology--producing the intellectual world that nurtured not only George Eliot's
realism but also turn-of-the-century literary modernism.
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From reader reviews:

James Jernigan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Body Economic: Life, Death, and Sensation in Political
Economy and the Victorian Novel book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding The Body Economic: Life, Death, and Sensation
in Political Economy and the Victorian Novel content conveys the thought easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do
you still thinking The Body Economic: Life, Death, and Sensation in Political Economy and the Victorian
Novel is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Bernard Kovach:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The
Body Economic: Life, Death, and Sensation in Political Economy and the Victorian Novel is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Barry Bennett:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
The Body Economic: Life, Death, and Sensation in Political Economy and the Victorian Novel can be your
answer given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Lorraine Michael:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top record in your reading list will be The Body Economic: Life, Death, and Sensation in Political
Economy and the Victorian Novel. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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