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A powerful hero of the Bible, Jacob is also one of its most complex figures. Bible stories recounting his life
often expose his deception, lies, and greed—then, puzzlingly, attempt to justify them. In this book, eminent
biblical scholar Yair Zakovitch presents a complete view of the patriarch, first examining Jacob and his life
story as presented in the Bible, then also reconstructing the stories that the Bible writers suppressed—tales
that were well-known, perhaps, but incompatible with the image of Jacob they wanted to promote. Through a
work of extraordinary “literary archaeology,” Zakovitch explores the recesses of literary history, reaching
back even to the stage of oral storytelling, to identify sources of Jacob's story that preceded the work of the
Genesis writers.

The biblical writers were skilled mosaic-makers, Zakovitch shows, and their achievement was to reshape
diverse pre-biblical representations of Jacob in support of their emerging new religion and identity. As the
author follows Jacob in his wanderings and revelations, his successes, disgraces, and disappointments, he
also considers the religious and political environment in which the Bible was written, offering a powerful
explication of early Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Galaviz:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) ended up being
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish
Lives). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Pablo McNamara:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch
(Jewish Lives) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you may pick Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) become your personal starter.

Pierre Winter:

This Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Jacob: Unexpected
Patriarch (Jewish Lives) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Herlinda Jerkins:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking
at a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Jacob: Unexpected
Patriarch (Jewish Lives) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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