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The course of modern European History has been influenced greatly by the challenge of Communism. In
theory it promised equality and freedom for all. In practice it spawned inegalitarian, authoritarian and, in
some instances, monstrous regimes in the former Soviet Union and East Europe.

This study re-examines the history of European Communism from its theoretical origins in the work of Marx
and Engels in the mid-nineteenth century until the dramatic collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. Ronald
Kowalski reappraises Marx's thinking and points out that his intellectual legacy was open to a variety of
interpretations often at odds with his own views. Kowalski also questions Lenin's professed Marxist
credentials and the extent to which his additions to Marxist theory were central to the key issue in the history
of Communism: why did the egalitarian and libertarian dreams raised by the Russian Revolution degenerate
into Stalinist authoritarianism and terror? Furthermore, why did Communism fail in West Europe while it
was able to come to power in East Europe?

Concluding with an analysis of the revolutions which swept away the Communist regimes in East Europe
and two years later in the Soviet Union itself, this is an essential introduction to the history of a political
force that dominated parts of Europe until the end of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

The ability that you get from European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective) is a more
deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in
Perspective) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that European
Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective) instantly.

Daniel Smith:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name European
Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective) suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled European Communism: 1848-1991 (European
History in Perspective)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Mark Wolf:

The e-book with title European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective) contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Marina Tijerina:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and European Communism: 1848-1991
(European History in Perspective) as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective) to



make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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