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Never before have we cared so much about food. It preoccupies our popular culture, our fantasies, and even
our moralizing—“You still eat meat?” With our top chefs as deities and finest restaurants as places of
pilgrimage, we have made food the stuff of secular seeking and transcendence, finding heaven in a mouthful.
But have we come any closer to discovering the true meaning of food in our lives?
 
With inimitable charm and learning, Adam Gopnik takes us on a beguiling journey in search of that meaning
as he charts America’s recent and rapid evolution from commendably aware eaters to manic, compulsive
gastronomes. It is a journey that begins in eighteenth-century France—the birthplace of our modern tastes
(and, by no coincidence, of the restaurant)—and carries us to the kitchens of the White House, the molecular
meccas of Barcelona, and beyond. To understand why so many of us apparently live to eat, Gopnik delves
into the most burning questions of our time, including: Should a Manhattanite bother to find chicken killed in
the Bronx? Is a great vintage really any better than a good bottle of wine? And: Why does dessert matter so
much?
 
Throughout, he reminds us of a time-honored truth often lost amid our newfound gastronomic pieties and
certitudes: What goes on the table has never mattered as much to our lives as what goes on around the
table—the scene of families, friends, lovers coming together, or breaking apart; conversation across the
simplest or grandest board. This, ultimately, is who we are.
 
Following in the footsteps of Jean Anthelme Brillat-Savarin, Adam Gopnik gently satirizes the entire human
comedy of the comestible as he surveys the wide world of taste that we have lately made our home. The
Table Comes First is the delightful beginning of a new conversation about the way we eat now.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur West:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to
stand up than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Table
Comes First: Family, France, and the Meaning of Food book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Susanne Pineda:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Table Comes First: Family, France, and the Meaning of Food will give you new experience in reading
through a book.

Raymond Albanese:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That The Table Comes First: Family, France, and the Meaning of
Food can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Table Comes First: Family,
France, and the Meaning of Food.

Raymond Brown:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Table Comes First: Family, France, and the Meaning of Food. You can include your knowledge by
it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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