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The harrowing story of a Methodist Minister and a principled American naval officer who helped rescue
more than 250,000 refugees during the genocide of Armenian and Greek Christians—a tale of bravery,
morality, and politics, published to coincide with the genocide’s centennial.

The year was 1922: World War I had just come to a close, the Ottoman Empire was in decline, and Asa
Jennings, a YMCA worker from upstate New York, had just arrived in the quiet coastal city of Smyrna to
teach sports to boys. Several hundred miles to the east in Turkey’s interior, tensions between Greeks and
Turks had boiled over into deadly violence. Mustapha Kemal, now known as Ataturk, and his Muslim army
soon advanced into Smyrna, a Christian city, where a half a million terrified Greek and Armenian refugees
had fled in a desperate attempt to escape his troops. Turkish soldiers proceeded to burn the city and rape and
kill countless Christian refugees. Unwilling to leave with the other American civilians and determined to get
Armenians and Greeks out of the doomed city, Jennings worked tirelessly to feed and transport the thousands
of people gathered at the city’s Quay.

With the help of the brilliant naval officer and Kentucky gentleman Halsey Powell, and a handful of others,
Jennings commandeered a fleet of unoccupied Greek ships and was able to evacuate a quarter million
innocent people—an amazing humanitarian act that has been lost to history, until now. Before the horrible
events in Turkey were complete, Jennings had helped rescue a million people.

By turns harrowing and inspiring, The Great Fire uses eyewitness accounts, documents, and survivor
narratives to bring this episode—extraordinary for its brutality as well as its heroism—to life. 
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From reader reviews:

Norma Lorentzen:

Typically the book The Great Fire: One American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First
Genocide will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Great
Fire: One American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide is much recommended
to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joey Mendoza:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Great Fire: One American's Mission
to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
uncertainty The Great Fire: One American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide
as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book
by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Darrin Russell:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Great Fire: One American's
Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide is simple bringing you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Frankie Lampkins:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Great Fire: One American's Mission to
Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide was colourful and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book The Great Fire: One American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's
First Genocide has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that will.
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