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Opium and its derivatives morphine and heroin have destroyed, corrupted, and killed individuals, families,
communities, and even whole nations. And yet, for most of its long history, opium has also been humanity's
most effective means of alleviating physical and mental pain. This extraordinary book encompasses the
entire history of the world's most fascinating drug, from the first evidence of poppy cultivation by stone-age
man to the present-day opium trade in Afghanistan. Dr. Thomas Dormandy tells the story with verve and
insight, uncovering the strange power of opiates to motivate major conflicts yet also inspire great art and
medical breakthroughs, to trigger the rise of global criminal networks yet also revolutionize attitudes toward
well-being.

Opium: Reality's Dark Dream traverses the globe and the centuries, exploring opium's role in colonialism,
the Chinese Opium Wars, laudanum-inspired sublime Romantic poetry, American "Yellow Peril" fears, the
rise of the Mafia and the black market, 1960s counterculture, and more. Dr. Dormandy also recounts exotic
or sad stories of individual addiction. Throughout the book the author emphasizes opium's complex, valuable
relationship with developments in medicine, health, and disease, highlighting the perplexing dual nature of
the drug as both the cause and relief of great suffering in widely diverse civilizations.
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From reader reviews:

Emma O\'Neill:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Opium: Reality's Dark Dream.

Jeremy Bryant:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Opium: Reality's
Dark Dream, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Martin Hanson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be examine. Opium: Reality's Dark Dream can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.

Isaac Lewis:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
called of book Opium: Reality's Dark Dream. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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