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The literary influence of alchemy and hermeticism in the work of most medieval and early modern authors
has been overlooked. Stanton Linden now provides the first comprehensive examination of this influence on
English literature from the late Middle Ages through the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Drawing
extensively on alchemical allusions as well as on the practical and theoretical background of the art and its
pictorial tradition, Linden demonstrates the pervasiveness of interest in alchemy during this three-hundred-
year period. Most writers?including Langland, Gower, Barclay, Eramus, Sidney, Greene, Lyly, and
Shakespeare?were familiar with alchemy, and references to it appear in a wide range of genres. Yet the
purposes it served in literature from Chaucer through Jonson were narrowly satirical. In literature of the
seventeenth century, especially in the poetry of Donne, Herbert, Vaughan, and Milton, the functions of
alchemy changed. Focusing on Bacon, Donne, Herbert, Vaughan, and Milton?in addition to Jonson and
Butler?Linden demonstrates the emergence of new attitudes and innovative themes, motifs, images, and
ideas. The use of alchemy to suggest spiritual growth and change, purification, regeneration, and millenarian
ideas reflected important new emphases in alchemical, medical, and occultist writing. This new tradition did
not continue, however, and Butler's return to satire was contextualized in the antagonism of the Royal
Society and religious Latitudinarians to philosophical enthusiasm and the occult. Butler, like Shadwell and
Swift, expanded the range of satirical victims to include experimental scientists as well as occult charlatans.
The literary uses of alchemy thus reveal the changing intellectual milieus of three centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Grogan:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English Literature
from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the English Renaissance). You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy
in English Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the English Renaissance). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

The book Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in
the English Renaissance) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Darke Hierogliphicks:
Alchemy in English Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the English Renaissance) for
being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Darke
Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the English
Renaissance). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Timothy Hardy:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in
English Literature from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the English Renaissance) to read.

Stan Smith:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English Literature
from Chaucer to the Restoration (Studies in the English Renaissance) was bright colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Darke Hierogliphicks: Alchemy in English Literature from Chaucer
to the Restoration (Studies in the English Renaissance) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until



adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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