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Women of the Virgin Islands: From the Field to the Legislature recognizes and restores women to their
central role in the history of the Virgin Islands by examining their lives from the earliest days of the colony's
settlement. Constrained by their sex, race, and colonized status, women, nevertheless, led lives of ordinary
heroism, which ensured the territory's economic, social, and cultural survival. In this comprehensive history
of women in one of the world's last British colonies, O'Neal shows how women continue to define and
redefine themselves and their roles in both their public and private lives, even as the colony itself undergoes
its own transformation. As the twenty-first century begins, this book takes a look back at the role colonialism
played in the twentieth century in furthering male political leadership and patriarchal norms. While party
politics might have had the potential to advance women's political careers, O'Neal concludes they have
largely failed to do so despite the advances women have made.

Beginning in the late 1600s, when the islands were first colonized by the British, O'Neal examines the
growth of slavery and shows how women exercised leadership roles in their community while preserving
some of the traditions of their native Africa. She moves on to discuss the shaping of women's roles after the
abolition of slavery and the struggles women faced as a result. Moving into the twentieth century, the book
takes a look at women in the economy, society, government, education, and even in the family, and explores
how roles have grown and changed even as the islands themselves continue to be transformed. O'Neal shows
that while patriarchal attitudes were strengthened, women still found their way into the public arena, albeit
with difficulty, influencing all areas of social policy. This book represents a truly original and enlightening
addition to the literature on the Virgin Islands and Caribbean history.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wilkerson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This From the Field to the Legislature: A History
of Women in the Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Joni Griffith:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this From the Field
to the Legislature: A History of Women in the Virgin Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies).

Henrietta Roderick:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely From the Field to the Legislature: A History of Women in the Virgin Islands
(Contributions in Women's Studies).

Patricia Phipps:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely From the Field to the Legislature: A History of Women in the Virgin
Islands (Contributions in Women's Studies). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get
many advantages.
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